
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you, as a voting member, that an election for CalCPA's 
2020-21 First Vice Chair position will take place by electronic means from July 6 to July 10. The 
candidates are Christie Simons and Laura Ross. Both are current CalCPA Board members and 
went through the nominations process. As a voting member, you'll be receiving further 
information about each candidate and instructions on how to cast your vote electronically.  
  
CalCPA is a Professional Association of, by and for Members 
  
We are a member-led organization designed to provide opportunities for members to contribute 
to the profession through service in leadership roles. CalCPA is governed by our Council, which 
sets the policies, procedures and strategic direction of CalCPA. The Board of Directors serves as 
the executive committee of our Council. It is responsible for enacting the policies and Bylaws 
approved by the Council and the membership by working directly with CalCPA staff to support 
their successful execution. 
  
Nominations Process and Candidate Recommendations  
  
Per CalCPA's Bylaws, the Council's Nominations Committee (the Committee) is composed of a 
broad cross-section of members who are responsible for nominating candidates for the Board of 
Directors ahead of the Annual Meeting. This multi-day process involves a review of the written 
applications, interviews with the applicants, confidential and candid deliberations of the 
candidates’ skillset, experiences, stated plans as well as consideration of CalCPA’s initiatives 
and mission. All members of the Committee (except the Chair) then cast a confidential vote. The 
Committee then shares its nominees with all members in the March/April issue of California 
CPA magazine. And typically, the slate of candidates would be automatically adopted on May 1. 
 
Our Bylaws Provide Members with an Alternate Nomination Process 
  
From time to time, the Committee's results may be contested by a petition of members, offering 
an alternate candidate for consideration by the membership. Article XIV, Section 7 of the 
Bylaws describes the process:  
  
Nominations by Members. One hundred or more voting members may nominate a candidate for 
officer or at large Member to CalCPA Council. Such nominations must be filed with the 
secretary/treasurer of CalCPA, or designee, not later than the first day of the first month of the 
fiscal year, the close of nominations. 
  
This year, as a result of both of these pathways, there are two candidates for the office of the 
First Vice Chair position for CalCPA's 2020-21 Board of Directors. The CalCPA Nominations 
Committee nominated Christie Simons, and 106 eligible voting members nominated Laura Ross 
by petition. 
 
 



 
 
We've Worked to Ensure Confidence in a Fair and Impartial Election 
  
Given these circumstances and the necessity of conducting the Annual Meeting virtually due to 
COVID-19, I formed an advisory group to ensure a fair, equitable, thorough and transparent 
election process. The group has established clear processes and procedures for the conduct of the 
election and a campaign code of conduct for the candidates themselves. The group includes 
Andy Mintzer, Past CalCPA Chair and Nominations Committee Chair; Greg Burke, Past 
CalCPA Chair, Past Education Foundation Board of Trustees President and Bylaws Committee 
Chair; Joe Forlenza, Current Education Foundation Board of Trustees President; Anthony 
Pugliese, CalCPA President & CEO; Jill Gorman, CalCPA Vice President of Strategy, 
Governance and Chapter Relations; and myself as current CalCPA Chair. 
  
Scott Seamands, current Chair of CalCPA's Audit Committee, has agreed to act as the 
Secretary/Treasury Designee since one of the candidates is our current Secretary/Treasurer. He 
has participated in the advisory group discussions since his appointment. His report follows 
below.   
  
At the recommendation of the advisory group, I convened a special meeting of Council in late 
May to authorize an "action without a meeting" and the distribution of an electronic ballot so that 
the election may occur before the Annual Meeting. This approach is intended to ensure that as 
many members as possible will have the opportunity to vote and to make the election process as 
fair and impartial as possible. 
  
Additionally, as required by our Bylaws, I appointed three Inspectors of Election to assist with 
the selection of an electronic balloting company, ensure the integrity of the election and verify 
the ballots. These Inspectors are Past CalCPA Chairs Andrea Cope and Teresa Mason, and Past 
Education Foundation Board of Trustees President Okorie Ramsey.  
  
Get to Know the Candidates and the Election Process 
  
We want every voting member to have an opportunity to learn more about each candidate. In the 
coming weeks, CalCPA will share a professional biography and video statement from each 
candidate. CalCPA will also include details about the elections process, along with a link to the 
electronic ballot. Please invest a few minutes in reviewing this forthcoming information and vote 
as an informed CalCPA member. 
  
Electronic voting begins on Monday, July 6. CalCPA members may cast ballots anytime from 
July 6 until the close of the voting period on Friday, July 10. CalCPA will send periodic 
reminders to eligible voting members (including reminders in Daily Clips) to cast their ballots up 
until the conclusion of the voting period. The results will be announced via email the following 
week in advance of the Annual Meeting on July 30—which, due to COVID-19 mandates, will be 
held via video conference.  
  



 
 
CalCPA Welcomes Your Questions  
  
Should you have any questions regarding the nominations or election process, please contact Jill 
Gorman, CalCPA Vice President of Strategy, Governance and Chapter Relations.  
  
Our goal at CalCPA is to ensure the highest member confidence in all that we do. An election for 
a leadership role within CalCPA's Board of Directors must also reflect those same high 
standards. We hope the process we've outlined above provides every member with confidence in 
the integrity of a fair, equitable and transparent election. Thank you in advance for your 
participation in this critical process of helping to determine the representative leadership of 
CalCPA.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Bob Reynolds, CPA 
Chair, CalCPA Board of Directors and Council 
  
  
 
Secretary / Treasurer's Report of Candidates for Office 
  
To the Voting Members of the California Society of CPAs: 
  
In accordance with Article XIV, Section (8) of our Bylaws, I report the following: 
  
There are two candidates for the office of First Vice Chair for the 2020-21 term. They are 
Christie Simons, CPA, nominated by the CalCPA Nominations Committee; and Laura Ross, 
CPA, nominated by petition of 106 CalCPA members. 
  
Information about the candidates and the upcoming election will be communicated in the coming 
weeks via email. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Scott Seamands, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer Designee 
Chair, CalCPA Audit Committee 
	


